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In this chapter I have tried to avoid citing the facts and
arguments used by Sir Grafton Elliot Smith in his The
Diffusion of Culture. It is impossible to do this altogether,
and I shall conclude by following him in a quotation from
a communication made to the British Association in 1894
by Sir E. B. Tylor.

'In the religion of old Mexico four great scenes in the

journey of the soul in the land of the dead are mentioned

by early Spanish writers after the conquest, and are

depicted in a group in the Aztec picture-writing known

as the Vatican Codex.   The four scenes are, first, the

crossing of a river; second, the fearful passage of the soul

between the two mountains which clash together; third,

the soul's climbing up the mountain set with sharp

obsidian knives; fourth, the dangers of the wind carrying

such knives in its blast.  The Mexican pictures of these

four scenes were compared with more or less closely

corresponding pictures  representing  scenes  from the

Buddhist hells or purgatories as depicted on Japanese

temple scrolls.   Here, first, the river of death is shown,

where the souls wade across; second, the souls have to

pass between two huge iron mountains, which are pushed

together by two demons; third, the guilty souls climb the

mountain of knives, whose blades cut their hands and

feet; fourth, fierce blasts of wind drive against their

lacerated forms, the blades of knives flying through the

air.   It was argued that the appearance of analogues so

close and complex of Buddhist ideas in Mexico constituted

a correspondence of so high an order as to preclude any

explanation except direct transmission from one religion

to another.*

One explanation of these resemblances which has been
put forward is that the Chinese and the American Indians